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ICO Hosts Food Fair, Performance
soup. Other homemade
dishes included Moroccan
soups, a Palestinian chicken
The aroma of yummy in and vegetable dish, and it
ternational foods filled the would not be St. Patrick's
corridors of Roberts Hall last Day without Irish Christmas
Tuesday evening, March 8. cookies for desert. Several
Afterwards, a laugh-out-loud restaurants donated dishes
comedy event entertained ranging from enchiladas from
many stuffed souls. The In Casa Mexicana, to sweet and
ternational Cultural Organiza sour chicken from New China
tion (ICO) held an interna Buffet. There was so much
tional food fair along with a food, that there was extra for
play in Roberts Hall to expose those who attended the play E
students and faculty to the to eat more afterwards. Other •§
wide world of international international foods included <
cultures on campus. "Since Indian tandori chicken, cus- <
the play is an international tard rice patties from Thai- if
play with many different cul land, and German potato §
°tures involved, it is a good salad and bratwurst.
After dinner, patrons filed
way for students to be ex
posed to different cultures," into Roberts Recital Hall for
says ICO vice president a performance of the play
Sheryl Gallop. Patrons either Fresh Off the Boat (or F.O.B.,
brought a dish to share or as the main characters re
paid a small fee to eat at the ferred it to for short). The
smorgasbord held in the re play was centered on three
cital room. Gallop added that international male students
having a food fair was a very who enrolled into graduate
good compliment to the play school at UAH hoping to
as people had a chance to try make a better life for them
the food and watch the play selves and end up making
from some of the same coun fools of themselves over an
attractive American girl. The
tries.
Many foods were on the three new Americans in
buffet. Some made their own cluded Armando, played by
dish, like student Patricia Exponent writer Alberto
Taylor who made a Japanese Hernandez, who is a Puerto
Yokohama Miso vegetarian Rican who believes the
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Students sampled foods from many different countries
without having to leave campus at the recent ICO
International food fair and play.

American dream is driving to
work in a limo; Anubae,
played by Joel Odumbe, who
is a cricket player and
bouncer from Hispaniola; and
finally Ravi, played by
Waseem Quadri, who is an
Indian student who loves
curry and building castles.
They all eventually end up at
Quail Ridge Apartments be
fore fall semester began.
Unfortunately, falling for

a red haired girl in the apartment above them named
Kelly, played by Lucia
Tyson, derails their plans for
happiness. Sure, these
EO.B.'s get a Japanese fe
male roommate named Yumi
to room with them, but she
turns out to be a lesbian.
"There are gays and lesbians
in Japan of course, but it's
more open in America," says
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By Michelle Pedersen
Midterms and finals bring
all students stress, not to
mention the day-to-day
struggle just to keep up with
homework. Single moms who
go back to college face not
only the stress of classes and
ffnances, but also the de
mands of a family and often,
a job. It can seem overwhelm
ing at times. UAH recognizes
the importance of mental and
physical health and offers a
number of programs and fa
cilities to help these nontraditional students cope with
the pressures of their daily
lives.
According to the Asso
ciation for Nontraditional
Students in Higher Educa
tion (ANTSHE), nearly 47 per
cent of the new and return
ing students on many col
lege campuses fall into this
category. Single moms on
campus are on the increase
across the country, as well as
at UAH.
Tiffany LePage, a parttime student, full-time em

UAH's Division of Con
ployee, and single mom, health services, as well as
sums up the difficulties she health counseling and test tinuing Education also offers
faces, "There is never ing. Visits are $5 and further physical activities for credit.
enough study time when you information is located at Classes include everything
are chasing around a two- < h t t p : / / w w w . u a h . e d u / from aerobics, to yoga, to
year-old boy who doesn't wellness or by calling 824- weight training. Jessica
Schaehle, a full-time UAH
like to go to bed. And there 6775.
seems to be no room for re
The University Fitness student and mother of two
laxing, exercising, or sleep Center, located on campus, young children realized that
offers a large, well-staffed, her hectic schedule left her
ing."
Statements like this are not well-equipped facility that little time to take care of her
unique among one of the offers different fitness and self. She decided to sign up
largest growing college relaxation classes that may for an exercise class that
populations. UAH recog help moms/students like Tif gives her school credit and
nizes and attends to their fany de-stress and take care time specifically set aside for
needs for de-stressing and of their bodies at the same working out. "Because I
staying healthy in a number time. "Exercise is the only signed up and paid for the
of ways.
time when I can just sweat out class, I know that I will go,"
Single moms/students the frustrations and forget says Jessica. More informa
find staying healthy difficult about responsibilities," says tion on health and physical
because they often have little LePage. Enrollment is as low education classes through
time to care for themselves as $12 a month [free member the university is available at
amid all the other demands on ship for full time UAH stu http://www.coned.uah.edu.
their time. Then, too, just be dents], the hours are flexible,
UAH, too, offers mental
ing around their children ex and child care is provided. health care through The
poses them to a whole host Trained personnel are always Counseling Center located in
of bugs. The Wellness Cen present to help the beginner, room 113 of the University
ter provides on-campus and the number and kinds of Center (UC). There, the coun
health care to students cur classes available will meet selor will listen to the mom/
rently enrolled in 3 or more most tastes. More specific student's concerns and help
semester hours. A nurse prac information on the facilities direct her to the best re
titioner at the clinic provides and classes is available at sources at the Counseling
treatment for acute illnesses h
t
t
p
:
/
/ Center, or elsewhere, if the
and offers preventative www.univeisityfitnesscenter.com.
PEDERSONonpage8
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Shamrock Shuffle Run for Charity
By Joseph Terrell
By Barbie Czura
Wow.. .Spring Break is finally here. I don't know
about you, but I desperately need a vacation. But
while UAH is lying in the sun, there-will be a sorority
that will be working hard all Spring Break to add the
final touches on their Philanthropy. The sorority that
I'm talking about is the lovely ladies of Delta Zeta.
For those of you who had your head under a rock
the past couple weeks, the Delta Zeta Sorority is still
focusing hard on their Is1 Annual "Tee off with Delta
Zeta" Golf Tournament on April 2. If you love the
game of golf and want some free prizes this is the
thing for you. It will be held at Huntsville Municipal
Golf Course and over $2,000 worth of prizes will be
given away. So you don't have to be Tiger Woods to
participate! The game will have a shotgun start and
be four-man scramble with no handicaps. The cost to
enter is $55.00. You might say "wow, that's pretty
steep!" but it's worth it with all the prizes you could
win and the donation you'll contribute to their Phi
lanthropy. Entering includes the game itself, a golf
cart rental, and free lunch. On April 2, there will be
prizes for Longest Drive, Hole in One, Closest to pin,
Longest Putt, Straightest Drive, etc. The prizes will
be given for each morning and afternoon round. Delta
Zeta plans on giving away a door prize at each hole
for a total of 36 prizes given away for the day. In
addition to that, raffle prizes will be given away for
purchasing $1 tickets. You do not have to be present
to win, but I don't think it will be that much of a
problem since the prizes for each round will be given
out immediately after the round, not just at the end of
the day. And remember, all proceeds will go to the
Speech and Hearing Impaired. If you're interested in
signing up please email carterln @ email.uah.edu or
come to the University Center Lobby, where Delta
Zeta has a table. Delta Zeta will also be selling t-shirts
for this event for only $10.00. You can buy the t-shirts
at the signup table, or find any DZ. The last day to
signup will be this Friday, March 18, so don't forget!
Delta Zeta would like to thank all of their members for
their hard work already. Well, I hope you all enjoy
Spring Break, I know I will. Just be careful but have a
great time!
Other Greek Info.
This past Friday, the Brothers of Delta Chi helped
St. Mary's Visitation Catholic Church raise money for
the Holy Family Catholic School, while working as
food servers and fish fryers. Congrats to Delta Chi,
Rob Ely for his election to the office of Secretary in
the Inter-Fraternal Council.

On Saturday March 12,
the Kappa Delta Sorority
held its annual Shamrock
Shuffle event in front of
Spragins Hall. This event
featured a 5K (5,000 meter)
run and a one mile Fun Run.
Each participant in these
events paid a $15 or $20 en
trance fee, depending on
when they registered. There
were over 120 participants in
this year's event, raising over
$5,000 for Stop Child Abuse
and Neglect (SCAN) and Pre
vent Child Abuse America
(PCAA). Eighty percent of
the $5,000 will go to (SCAN)
while the remaining twenty
percent will be given to Pre
vent Child Abuse America, a
national organization.
Participants in the 5K race
began at the crosswalk be
tween the Spragins Hall park
ing lot and the path to the
Nursing Building. From here,

the race was ran uphill to
ward NCRH, going around
the current construction site
for NCRH Phase II and down
hill toward CCRH. The Duck
Pond served as the midpoint
for the race, where partici
pants turned around and ran
in the opposite direction,
back to Spragins Hall.
The top three winners
from each age group were
awarded prizes. Matt Wilson Is
was the overall winner in the 2men's division, and Jennifer z
Curran won the women's
race, with Samantha Campbell
winning the women's 15-19
category.
This event featured a mul
titude of sponsors: Hunts
ville Hospital, The Orthope
dic Center, Alexander's Mar
tial Arts and Kardio
Kickboxing, 1st Premier Bank,
Doug Douggett Jewelers,
Signal Voice and Data. Cassie
McCord served as the Sham
rock Shuffle chairman.
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What do you like about St.
Patrick's Day?

r—

. «.

William Patrick
Nursing, Sophomore

Angel Ruiz
English, Freshman

"I like St. Patrick's Day because I'm
"I like to pinch people if they're not
Irish. It honors my ancestors because I |wearing green."
am related to St. Patrick."

DO YOU HAVE AN
OPINION ABOUT THIS
WEEK'S ACROSS
THE CAMPUS?

vote online
www.uahexponent.com

Stephen Locke
Art History, Senior, ("almost
done, thank god")
"Razor hoofin' it down at
Finnegan's. Do they have beef?
*grunt*"

Teress Brown
Admin Sci, Freshman

"When I think about it I just think
about little leprechauns and little midgets
running around."
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UAH Research Team Conquers Ivan
By John Michael
Hampton
Hurricane Ivan came on
shore near Alabama's Gulf
Coast on September 16,2004.
As it came ashore, a research
team from the University of
Alabama in Huntsville was
there, measuring and docu
menting the hurricane.
The team, comprised of
Justin Walters, Dustin
Phillips, B.J. Barbre, and
Simon Peach, were stationed

at the U.S. Navy air facility of
Wolf Field during the hurri
cane. The facility is only
about six miles from the Ala
bama town of Orange Beach.
They never thought that
they would get as close to the
eye of the storm as they did,
and the intensity of the eye
gave them cause for reflec
tion, according to Dustin
Phillips. "There were times
that we were worried....
There were times that we
thought,
'Maybe we
shouldn't be in this spot....'

But to get the data that we
needed, somebody has to go
into that spot."
As a result of their cour
age, UAH researchers now
have very rare images of Doppler radar coverage from the
eye of a hurricane, as well as
measurements from the eye
wall. Justin Walters stated
this fact, "I'm pretty sure
these are the only observa
tions from a profiler intention
ally placed in the path of
these things." This hurricane
was the strongest one that

UAH researchers have ever
studied in person.
The research this team
hoped to accomplish is a
study of how hurricanes
change once they come on
shore. The researchers also
hope that this research will,
by creating an improved way
to predict the landfall of a
hurricane, somehow protect
citizens in hurricane-prone
areas.

Checking in...
with the UAH Chess Club
by Don Maddox
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The Miracle of Space Exploration
By Alberto
Hernandez-Barral

Exactly 140 years have
gone by since Jules Verne
publicized the trip to the
moon of Ardan (based on a
French balloonist of that
time), Barbicane (based on
Abraham Lincoln, killed that
year) and Nicholl in his From
the Earth to the Moon
(1865). The similarities and
coincidences between the
narration and some facts of
the Apollo 8 mission in 1968
are curious. What started as
a weird idea by a group of a
military ballistic specialists of
sending a bullet to the moon
right after the Civil War, when
they did not have anything
better to do, ended up as a
fantastic three-man trip to the
Moon, with Veme providing
witty answers to each and
every challenge and also a
detailed description of the
lunar surface. However, once
again, reality went further
than the fiction and if one
takes a look at what science
and technology have
reached in space exploration
and the projects that scien
tists and engineers are fac
ing now, one is compelled to
believe that human beings
are capable of just about ev
erything.
The University of Ala
bama in Huntsville, its pro
fessors and, most important,
a great deal of its students,
are fully involved in space
matters. Every week we hear
about one, two or more cur
rent researches on a variety
of fields. It seems that money
will flow with generosity in
the coming term and allow
centers and institutions com
peting for attaining the best
and most remarkable solu
tions to the many challenges
the space exploration poses.
The President Bush's Vision
for U.S. Space Exploration
(2004) is resolved to extend
"the human presence across
the solar system, starting
with a return to the Moon by
the year 2020" and it is rais
ing upbeat perspectives in
the UAH community. Also,

Mars is on the spotlight as
well as long-distance space
trips.
Ray Garner is writing a
series of articles about quite
interesting space researches
at
UAH
at
http://
uahnews.uah.edu/ every
week. These readings bring
into light exciting challenges
and problems UAH scientist
and engineers are struggling
with and take a glance to the
stimulating solutions and al
ternatives they propose. As
a matter of fact, there are
thousands of problems to
solve when designing a
space trip and mission and
most of them are not obvious,
but are fascinating.
Take a look at Mars. Gar
ner wrote on February 28,
about the importance of the
problem of propulsion in long
trips, "discussing a mission
to Mars begins and ends
with propulsion. There is not
much need to discuss travel
ing to the Red Planet if there
is no energy behind a space
craft pushing it along the 130million-mile journey," Dr.
Clark Hawk said. Dr. Hawk,
director of the Propulsion
Research Center, told Gamer
about the main three alterna
tives to provide energy for so
long trips. Those involving
nuclear power are the most
feasible. (The Cassini probe,
launched with 72 pounds of
plutonium, reached Saturn a
few months ago after a fouryear journey). Those alterna
tives could generate hightemperatures and amazingly
high-speed flows of gases
(up to 10 times those coming
for chemical combustion,
around 0.1 the speed of light)
and poses also the challenge
of finding thrusters and driv
ing devices to withstand
such an aggressive environ
ment. According to Hawk,
there are many issues to think
about before choosing a sys
tem of propulsion, depend
ing primarily on how much
time humans are going to
spend in space.
The release of heat from a
spacecraft is another major
issue in long journeys. The
nuclear generator, power
plant, or rocket engine, as

well as other less important
sources, such as electronic
components, sensors and
the travelers themselves gen
erate massive amounts of
heat. Ray Gamer publicized
an article on thermal manage
ment for space endeavors on
March 7, collecting the exper
tise of Dr. James Blackmon,
also a researcher in the Pro
pulsion Research Center. He
has been conducting studies
on thermal dissipation of heat
for years and now he is fo
cused in a cooperative effort
with HiTek to develop a new
material with never-seen con
ductivity properties. Wast
ing heat in the space is more
difficult that on Earth by far
since the only way to dissi
pate it is "through radiators
that emit energy in the far in
frared, at moderate tempera
tures, which is not an effi
cient
process,"
said
Blackmon to Gamer.
It is easy to imagine that
long trips in space will deeply
affect the astronauts' health.
Gamer also covered the ef
forts of Dr. Ed Meehan, Di
rector of the UAH's Labora
tory for Structural Biology,
and his collaborators to "find
ways to stop the bone loss
and, at the same time, new
treatments for a family of
bone diseases that afflict mil
lions of people down here on
the ground." It seems that
when we are old we cannot
regenerate cells in the bones
as fast as we lose them, but
the figures from astronauts,
though young and quite
healthy, are scary: they lose
more than 1% of their bones
per each month in the space,
and in the case of some the
hip bones lose more than 2%.
One of the activities that en
hance bone growth is physi
cal exercise, which explains
why weightlifters develop
dense bones and why if you
are sick and on bed-rest you
lose bone mass. However,
even if the astronauts in
space do physical exercise,
the trend does not seem to
change, maybe due to the
low-gravity environment
they are immersed in. UAHis
unique in using techniques
to determine the structure of

proteins and enzymes in or
der to understand how they ,
are involved in the process
of bone cell generation and
destruction.
Regarding the Moon, the
researches are one or two
steps ahead. Engineers and
scientists are facing the prob
lem of producing water and
oxygen on the Moon and
also building concrete struc
tures. Garner showed the
studies of Dr. Houssam
Toutanji, UAH professor in
the Civil and Environmental
Department. It seems pos
sible to build concrete struc
tures "using material indig
enous to the moon." Accord
ing to Dr. Toutanji, "the com
bination of low gravity
[which seems to reduce the
proportion of voids and in
crease the strength] and fine
lunar dust could result in a
strong concrete." He is re
cently studying how to make
concrete without water,
(which sounds really as
tounding), by using sulfur as
abiding agent. However, "we
have known that sulfur is
useful as a binding material
and sulfur cement concrete
has been used on Earth in a
number of applications," Dr.
Toutanji said to Garner.
A main and frightening
problem for any kind of op
erations on the lunar surface
is dust. This is a big concern
that, first of all, leads to an
inefficient use of time. Ve
hicles, seals, communica
tions, etc. suffer important
damages. Certain layers of
dust cannot be removed from
radiator surfaces and it
causes thermal control prob
lems. For instance, on Apollo
12, temperatures measured in
five different locations in the
magnetometer were around 70
F, which was higher than ex
pected because of the dust.
According to Dr. James Gaier
from NASA Glenn Research
Center, "the most serious
consequences of lunar dust
are the possibility of compro
mising astronaut health by
inhalation and the resulting
irritation caused by lunar
dust." Dust was transferred
to the Command Module dur-
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After 15 Bg4...
Diagram courtesy of ChessBase

The Check is in the Mail
As we get ready for Spring Break, I thought it might
be a good time to talk about Correspondence Chess,
traditionally played through the mail, but nowadays
more and more often conducted over the internet. Cor
respondence chess is a great way to learn the game
without the pressure of a ticking clock or trying to memo
rize reams of opening theory—essentially a half-duplex
system of communication. Each player sends a move,
then waits for the other player to answer. Players are
allowed to research their moves, consulting books, com
puter databases, sometimes even a chessplaying com
puter. Most of what I know about chess openings I
learned exhaustively researching opening lines for my
correspondence games.
Estonian grandmaster Paul Keres, bom in 1916, as a
young man and student, grew up isolated from other
chessplayers. He learned by playing hundreds of cor
respondence chess games before emerging in 1934 as
National Over the Board Champion.
Today, we are blessed with virtually unlimited ac
cess to strong opponents over the internet—two free
sites of special interest are www.itsyourmove.com (cor
respondence style, half-duplex) and www.freechess.org
(over-the-board stylein real-time). Both sites have strict,
but unenforceable rules against consulting other play
ers or chessplaying computers during play. Some of my
friends have given up correspondence chess altogether
because computer cheating is so widespread. But the
point of correspondence chess is, like Paul Keres did,
to become stronger players. It's the perfect forum for
students trying to pick up the game between classes,
exams, and term papers.
The following game was completed by a 19-year-old
Keres after he had already won the Estonian National
OTB Championship. I hope you enjoy it.
Keres,P - Tatarski,W [C33]
World Championship Semi-Final Corr ICCF, 1935
l.e4 e5 2.f4
The Kings Gambit, often dismissed by modem play
ers as overly optimistic and old-fashioned, is still a dan
gerous weapon. Early in his career, Keres played many
correspondence games - this opening was a favorite
weapon.

2...exf4 3.Nc3
An old line, even in 1935. It's more common to play
3.Nf3, the King's Knight Variation.

3...g5?!
This is weaker with no knight on f3 to threaten with
—g5-g4.

4.d4d65.Bc4h5?l
Leaving the g5-pawn exposed and undefended. Bet
ter is 5...c6 , preparing to harass the bishop with ...b7b5.

6.h4 Nc6 7.Nd5 NaS?!
Moving the only developed piece to the edge of the
board.

8.Be2c69.Nc3d5
Black is undeveloped and scattered - his only active
piece is a knight on the edge of the board. To make

MADDOX on page 8
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ATO Contest Pits Active vs. Alumni

SGAQ&A
By Joseph Terrell

By Ashley Campbell
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Name: Devin Johnson
Major: Industrial Systems Engineering
Academic Standing: Senior
SGA House: House of Representatives
Position: Rules Committee Chair, Af
ter the election, this will be his 3rd
term in SGA.
Question: What do you like most about be
ing a member of the SGA?
I like being able to see things go from a concept
to being implemented and making a difference on
campus. Ifs a good feeling to be able to look
back and know that you've played a role in some
positive change on campus.

Question: What achievements are you most
proud of (in SGA)?
For most of the time that I have been a student at
UAH it has always bothered me how much infor
mation was available in the online student direc
tory, to the general public. Last semester I wrote
a bill asking the University to hide most of that
information to anybody off-campus, and just the
other day I noticed that it is now implemented.
With this change made it makes it more difficult
for somebody to get the home address of a stu
dent if they have malicious intent, or for unwanted
marketing purposes.

Question: What prompted you to join SGA?
I think that I joined for the same reason that a lot
of students did, to make a difference on campus.
When I leave, I want to leave knowing that the
next group of students will have an even more
enjoyable experience at UAH than I did.

Question: What else do you hope to accom
plish while in the SGA?
Communications! Communications! Communi
cations! While efforts to do some of this has al
ready started, I would like to be involved in in
creasing communications within the SGA, between
SGA and other organizations, and between the
Office of Student Affairs and the Office of Advance
ment. Most of this has to do primarily with fund
ing of the organizations on campus chartered with
the SGA. I believe there are some policies that
could be more clearly defined and better commu
nicated to make things easier for the organiza-

This past Saturday at 11
a.m., on the field beside the
Material Science Building,
there was a football game
going on. This game, the ac
tive AlphaTau Omega's ver
sus the Alpha Tau Omega
alumni, was a close and ex
citing game.
In the first half, the score
ended at 24-14 with the
alumni winning. This was

much to the dismay of the
actives who thought that
they should be beating the
"old" alumni. For the actives,
the only two touchdowns in
the first half were achieved
by Brad Wentz. The touch
downs in the first half for the
alumni included one from Ja
son Warhurst and one from
Max Khazanov.
In the second half, the
actives scored with a touch
down from Mark Gale and
Jack Killian. The alumni

scored touchdowns from
Steve Anacker, Jeremy Pope,
and Jason DeVine. At the
end of the game the score
was 36-30 with the alumni
winning.
After the game the actives
treated everyone present to
hamburgers and hotdogs that
were cooked right there on
the field. Later that evening
the ATO's had their
Founder's Day Formal at the
Huntsville Hilton Hotel.
"This was a great way for

the new ATO members to
meet the alumni and make
connections," stated Worthy
Marshal. Ryan Schueler and
many of the other ATO mem
bers agree with that state
ment.
The ATO's are having a
Toga Party on Friday April 8,
at 9 p.m. at the ATO house in
Southeast. Everyone is in
vited to put on a toga and join
in on the fun!

World Health Day 2005
Washington, D.C., Febru
ary 1,2005 (PAHO) - World
Health Day 2005 willfocus on
health mothers and children
as part of an effort to reduce
the number of women who
die from pregnancy-related
causes and the number of
young children who die.
Every year more than half
a million women around the
world die from pregnancy-re
lated causes and about 11
million children die, 40 per
cent of them in the first month
of life, according to World
Health Organization figures.
Almost all of these deaths
are in developing countries,
and mariy of them could be
prevented with well-known

interventions, if they were
more widely available. Fig
ures show that 15 percent of
all birthing women experience
a life-threatening complica
tion, requiring skilled birth
attendants, emergency trans
portation if needed, and qual
ity emergency obstetric care
to overcome.
Yet comprehensive health
care for all is simply not avail
able in most of the Latin
American and Caribbean Re
gion, and many women are
uneducated about simple
health, hygiene and nutrition
practices for themselves and
their families.
While pregnancy-related
complications are among the

leading causes of death and
disability for women aged 1549 in developing countries,
most of these complications
could be easily avoided or
treated.
In establishing the Millen
nium Development Goals for
2015, the international com
munity committed to reduce
maternal deaths by three
quarters, and reduce child
mortality by two thirds.
On 7 April 2005, World
Health Day and the World
Health Report will highlight
the invisible health crises
which result in the deaths of
women having babies, and of
young children.
The Pan American Health

Organization (PAHO), will
urge governments, private
groups, non-government or
ganizations, communities,
and individuals to see World
Health Day as an opportunity
to recognize that every
woman has the right to a safe
pregnancy and childbirth,
and that children have the
right to live healthy lives, to
commit to immediate action.
PAHO, which serves as
the Regional Office for the
Americas of the World Health
Organization, works with all
the countries of the Americas
to improve the health and
quality of life of their people.

TVAF Announces New Scholarship
HUNTSVILLE, AL-Tennessee Valley Advertising
Federations (TVAF) has an
nounced its 2005 scholarship
opportunities for students at
the University of Alabama in
Huntsville (UAH).
Tennessee Valley Adver
tising Federation is a non
profit, volunteer organization
that promotes excellence, fel
lowship, communication, ca
reer enhancement, education
and community service
among members of the North
Alabama advertising commu
nity. Dedicated to improving
the quality of advertising in
the Tennessee Valley since
1969, TVAF welcomes mem
bers from all advertising dis
ciplines, including creative,
media, production, marketing
and sales. TVAF is in the 7lh
District of the American Ad
vertising Federation, which
includes the states of Ala
bama, Georgia, Louisiana,

Mississippi and Tennessee.
Advertising, Communica
tions and Marketing stu
dents at UAH are eligible for
these competitions and may
submit multiple entries for
each scholarship. This year
the entrants will be asked to
design actual marketing
pieces to be used for CASA
(Care Assurance System for
the Aging and Homebound)
of Limestone County.
There are two scholar
ships available - one for a tshirt design and one for a
marketing plan.
For the design scholar
ship, students must create
the t-shirt design to be used
for the 2005 Mud Volleyball
CASA fundraiser. One$1,000
winner will be chosen by the
CASA Board of Directors and
one $1,000 winner will be cho
sen by TVAF. The same stu
dent may win both of these
awards in the event that their

design is selected by both
TVAF and CASA, but win
ning award will be limited to
$1,000. The winning design
chosen by CASA will be
used on the t-shirts to be sold
at the event, as well as post
ers, brochures and printed
promotional material.
For the $1,000 marketing
scholarship, students must
create a cohesive and multilayered marketing/promo
tions plan for CASA. The
plan must include specific
ideas for fundraising and/or
increasing volunteerism for
CASA. The winning plan will
be selected by TVAF based
on creativity of concepts,
written presentation and cohesiveness of strategy.
Submission requirements
and scholarship synopses
are available in the depart
ment offices of The College
of Administrative Sciences,
Communication
Arts

(Morton Hall) and Art/Art
History (Roberts Hall), as
well as from instructors within
these departments.
On March 15,2005 several
members of the TVAF Board
of Directors will also be
present in room 133 in the
University Center at UAH
from 11:00am to 1:00pm to
answer questions. Students
must RSVP by Friday,
March 11 by calling 256316-1234.
All submissions (for both
scholarships) must be RE
CEIVED by Wednesday,
April 6 2005 and should be
mailedto:
T V A F
Scholarship Fund, Attn:
Ginny Langbehn, 4930 Re
search Drive, Huntsville, AL
35805
Winners will be chosen
during the week of April 11.
2005 and only winners will be
notified.

If you would like to place an ad in
the Exponent please contact Fran
Fluhler at ads@exponent.uah.edu
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Charger Digital:
Digital Film Making

Sci-Tech

By Daniel Horton

Bandwidth Issue Important at UAH
By Jason Evans
The Computer and Net
work Services Division is
making improvements to the
computer network at UAH in
order to protect bandwidth.
Controlling individual com
puter port capacity protects
overall bandwidth for the
university.
Problems arise as com
puter hackers from outside
the university invade the net
works and use up bandwidth.
Peer-to-peer software users
have been a problem in the
past, and occasionally com
puter users find ways to work
around the defense systems
of the network.
Don Halverstadt, Associ

ate Vice President of Com
puter and Network Services,
said that as peer-to-peer sharing became a bandwidth
problem, especially because
of sharing copyrighted mate
rial, the software used was
blocked to stop problems.
The bandwidth to allow the
traffic was too expensive for
the university, even when it
was not totally clear that the
use of peer-to-peer software
was illegal for copyrighted
material.
"It's not about policing,
it's about affecting other stu
dents doing the right thing,"
Halverstadt said. Providing
bandwidth for research is the
main goal. Even professors
were caught using peer-to-

peer software to download
copyrighted material.
"Peer-to-peer is easy to
spot," said Network Security
Analyst, Jerry Brown.
John Stanton, Director of
Customer Service and Train
ing, said Kazaa started off
innocent and had good ap
plications, but then it started
using tricks. "Students
wanted Kazaa blocked be
cause it used too much band
width. At first it was useful,
but then it got out of hand."
Servers, which are com
puters that share information
over the internet, are not al
lowed in resident halls. The
resident halls house around
800 network customers.
If student residents vio

late bandwidth policy, they
receive a verbal warning for
the first offense. The second
offense includes a written
and verbal warning. Subse
quent offenses are sent to the
student review board.
During emergencies indi
vidual ports can be shut
down, and then they are re
viewed to determine if there
was a violation of policy later.
Another bit of useful in
formation for students in resi
dence halls that can help
clean up viruses and worms
is the McAfee Virus protec
tion which can be down
loaded
at
http://
kiosk.uah.edu/resnet/.

Concrete Possible on the Moon
By Madison Young
In 1969 when Neil
Armstrong stepped foot on
the lunar surface, views of
the year 2005 involved every
day life with spaceships in
stead of cars and cities on the
moon. Obviously this image
was slightly too optimistic.
However, studies continue to
find significant things in
space and on our moon. Civil
Engineering professor,
Houssam (Sam) Toutanji has
been investigating lunar soil
as an ingredient of concrete
for the last four years. Result
ing from a short fellowship at
Marshall Space Flight Center
where Toutanji constructed
strips of concrete from lunar
soil, he found that the prod
uct with lunar materials was
45% stronger than the norm,
withstanding pressures of
1,800 pounds per square inch
more. One major obstacle of

this type of construction is
the presence of water, a main
ingredient of ordinary con
crete. Toutanji stated that =
"even if' water exists on the «
moon, "it will be such a pre- J
cious commodity, it will be 5
more valuable for use in other °
applications," instead of f
building concrete. To over- °
come this problem, experi- g
ments using a technique £
known as the Dry-Mix or
Steam Injected method were
preformed. It turns out that
this process is actually ex
tremely advantageous to the
product as it also raised du
rability. Toutanji further
tested sulfur, another sub
stance found in large
amounts on the moon, as a
possible replacement for ce
ment. Sulfur would be ex
tracted from lunar soil using
a few chemical reactions and
melted at temperatures circa
250 degrees Fahrenheit. Mix
ing an aggregate to this mol-

;
<

Concrete possible on the Moon
ten material and allowing it to ment of buildings may also
cool produces concrete. pose a problem in this field.
Nevertheless, the plausi
While this process is cer
bility
of lunar structures was
tainly not free of questions
the
main
matter of this kind
and difficulties, the fact re
of
experimentation,
and it has
mains that building structures
thus
been
verified.
It
is in fact
on the Earth's moon is quite
feasible
to
create
concrete
on
possible. "Nothing is going
the
moon
using
ingredients
to be simple on the moon."
Issues concerning "extreme found in abundance there.
Because of these kind of
ambient temperature condi
breakthroughs,
elaborate and
tions, cosmic radiation," and
seemingly
inconceivable
vi
"micrometeorites," are just a
sions
of
the
future
may
in
fact
few of the things that have
yet to be worked out accord be more accurate than one
ing to Toutanji. Reinforce- would think.

Science and Technology Writers ARE
NEEDED!
If you are interested please contact Derek Chris at

managing@exponent.uah.edu or Joseph Terrell at
editor@exponent.uah.edu

Warm weather is coming up soon, and that means
a few things. The spring semester will be ending soon;
flowers are going to start blooming again, gas prices
are going to get even higher, and yes, special effect,
heavy summer movie blockbusters are coming to movie
theaters. And obviously, technology has been play
ing a heavy hand in most of these types of movies for
the past decade and there is no sign that computer
generated imagery (CGI) is going to go away in our
favorite films anytime soon. The usual argument about
these filmmaking techniques is if it really adds any
thing to the movie, and the question comes up if it is
just a crutch to filmmakers. Is it really aiding
storytelling or is it just added eye candy?
To be fair, this is not the first time that a new tech
nique has stood out within a movie. Stop motion ani
mation as seen in the original King Kong or with Harry
Harryhousen's skeleton warriors in Jason and the
Argonauts, while great tools at the time, stood out like
a sore thumb among their real life counterparts. Argu
ably, it was not until stop motion was really embraced
as an overly stylistic way of telling a story that it was
used to its full potential, as is the case with fully ani
mated movies like Nightmare Before Christmas. To
the same extent, CGI stood out with the first movies
that used it as well. While the bad guy in Terminator
2 probably looked absolutely amazing at the time dur
ing the early nineties, in retrospect, the shape shifting
villain looks like something from an early original
Playstation game.
Personally, I think it has only been in the past year
or two that computer aided filmmaking has really
reached its stride. No one really makes a big deal out
of the fact that Pixar movies are computer generated
anymore. Instead, they are embraced and loved be
cause they just tell really good stories. Even though
there is probably no way that The Incredibles could
be filmed with live actors and props, the artificial char
acters and environments come across as believable.
Also, films like Sky Captain and the World of
Tommorrow and the upcoming Sin City are almost
entirely done within computers aside from the real life
actors in them. Both of these movies present a real
world environment in a believable way, but the actors
and story are able to do things not possible in tradi
tional filming techniques. Plus, it is not really notice
able anymore. While two thirds of the way through
Sky Captain, I forgot that it was computer generated.
It is only then when CGI is a useful tool, when you
forget it is there. It should not be noticeable and should
become an invisible part of film production like cam
eras or studios.
This summer promises to have at least a few mov
ies that use digital techniques to their advantage. As
mentioned already, Sin City gives another stylized
setting not unlike Sky Captain, although it is notice
ably grislier. Director Robert Rodriguez reportedly
had his best friend Quentin Tarantino direct a com
puter generated segment to persuade him to use the
technique in his films. As it is widely known within
the industry, Tarantino has always sworn off CGI and
has virtually never used it in any of his movies. And
yet after he had finished his segment, he reportedly
said that Rodriguez's mission was accomplished.
Also being released is Batman Begins, a new tell
ing of the Dark Knight that seems to be based on the
comics rather than the campy TV show. Early trailers
of Batman Begins have shown that CGI use seems to
be limited, reflecting a backlash of a few directors who
believe that old fashioned visual effects techniques
are the way to go. War of the Worlds, directed by
Steven Spielberg, however, is sure to include tons of
CGI effects, as it tells the Orson Wells story of alien
invaders attacking Earth. And then, of course, is the
granddaddy of all special effects movies, Star Wars,
which ends.its double trilogy with Revenge of the
Sith. (A warning for those who do not want to read
anything about the movie, there are spoilers ahead.)
As the flagship series of industry special effects leader
Industrial Light and Magic concludes, it is easy to see

HORTON on page 14
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MOBLEY from page 10—
violence. As already seen,
while 50 Cent was still doing
his radio interview when he

announced that The Game
was kicked out of G-Unit,
gunshots were fired outside

and a member of The Game's
entourage was shot. 50 Cent
has gone too far. 50 Cent

might be trying to boost his
music sales by creating more
beef within the hip-hopcom-

munity, but in reality he is
hurting his career by acting
jealous of other rappers who

are trying to make money just
like him.

Much Ado about Nothing,
Valentine in The Two Gentle
men of Verona, Romeo and
Tybalt in Romeo and Juliet,
and Sebastian in The Tem
pest. On TV he has per
formed in Guiding Light,
Unsolved Mysteries, and As
the World Turns.
Jeremy West played
Escalus and Bernadine in
Measure for Measure, Old

Marlow and Roger in She
Stoops ta Conquer, and
Malvolio in Twelfth Night.
He has also played in
Shenandoah Shakespeare's
performance A Christmas
Carol as Christmas Present
and Fezziwig. In other the
atres he has played Cornwall
in King Lear, Macbeth in
Macbeth, and Horation in
Hamlet. .

Alyssa Wilmoth played
Juliet and Elbow in Measure
for Measure, Kate Hardcastle
in She Stoops to Conquer,
and Viola in Twelfth Night. In
previous productions of
Shenandoah Shakespeare
she has played Belle and
Christmas Past in A Christ
mas Carol, Percy and Blunt
in Henry TV Part One,Cecily
in The Importance of Being

Earnest, and Lucetta in The
Two Gentlemen of Verona.
In performances in other the
atres she has played Roxie
Hart in Chicago, Abigail Wil
liams in The Crucible, Hermia
in A Midsummer Night's
Dream, and Anita in West
Side Story.
She was also the Assis
tant Director for all three per-

formances. All three of the
performances were amazing.
They incorporated great cos
tuming, interaction with the
audience, and all other as
pects of Shakespearian The
atre with amazing results.
This was definitely an expe
rience that no student should
miss.

reported that their "dresses"
(Extravehicular Mobility Sys
tem, EMS) "were worn
through the outer layer and
into the Kapton multi-layer
insulation above the boot."

"Harrison Schmitt's sun
shade on his face plate was
so scratched that he could
not see out in certain direc
tions and the cover gloves
worn by the Apollo 17 astro-

nauts when they were work
ing the core drill were worn
through after drilling cores in
only two of their three extra
vehicular activities (EVA)."
"The Apollo 12 astronauts

experienced higher than nor
mal suit pressure decay due
to dust in fittings."
The challenges posed by
space exploration and its re
newed spirit are many and of

great importance. Professors,
students and institutions,
such as at UAH, are working
hard in remarkable and quite
original projects.

and Ravi's character Waseem
Quadri. Alas, Kelly thinks
Ravi is a creep and is very
angry at Ravi following her
around. As a result, Ravi does
not get the girl and is heart
broken. Kelly briefly falls for
Armando with his smell and

grey eyelashes, and thus
makes Ravi jealous. The
roommates fight over her be
fore realizing that they are
friends and should stick to
gether in this new place in
stead of having physical
beauty come between them.

That turns out to be good
advice since it turned out that
Kelly already had a fiance,
played by Vandiver Chaplain,
who was away auditioning
on Fear Factor.
The main focus of the play
was not the F.O.B.'s trying
connect with this attractive
woman, but common stereo
types that typically face all
international students. "We
are trying to bring out some
issues that some interna
tional students face on cam
pus, and mixed in it is the
comical plot of the American
girl," states Waseem. A lot of
stereotypes were present in
the presentation. Ravi works
at a Subway and criticizes the
UAH computer department
for giving Indian students too
many prerequisites. Even
though Armando is Puerto
Rican, he is lumped into the
common stereotype that ev
ery Hispanic is considered a
Mexican and works at Taco
Bell. Just because Arubae is

African American, he is from
the Dominican Republic, not
Africa and does not give all
the college women free beer
at the gas station he works
at. Of course, Japanese and
Chinese are different cul
tures, which Yumi tries to get
it straight by saying "I'm
Japanese, not Chinese."
Many more supporting
characters brought more ste
reotypes to the stage. The
character of Obert Jamal filled
dead air in between scenes
by listening to hip hop, wear
ing baggy jeans, a halter top,
and coming in to the F.O.B.'s
apartment for a smoke. Brit
ish hunk Jazzy, played by
Geoffrey Tyson, helps Yumi
learn to play the guitar in or
der to attract Kelly (do not
forget she is a lesbian). She
does not get Kelly, but lands
a job playing the guitar out
side a Chinese restaurant.
Jazzy and Yumi did a guitar
duet about how wonderful
Chinese food is to the tune

of "Mambo Number 5".Alas,
the stereotyping continued
with Arubae and Armando
blasting Chinese food for
being made of tofu and rid
den with cats teeth (appro
priately sung to the tune of
"Cats and the Cradle"). All
the stereotypes displayed on
stage were done in the name
of fun.
Approximately 125 people
attended the free play. The
performers put on a wonder
ful show at the ICO's first
ever food and play combina
tion. For more information on
future events or if one is in
terested in joining the Inter
national Student Organiza
tion, send an email to
icomemb@hotmail.com and
one's name will be added to
the list. The next ICO event
will be the Laura Fuentes con
cert April 7, 2005 in the UC
pit that was rescheduled be
cause of Hurricane Ivan.

UAH recognizes that
single moms who choose to
go back to college are fast
becoming the norm rather
than the exception. For these
nontraditional students, us-

ing the services offered by
UAH, not just at times of
stress, but year round, can
help them, and all students,
stay healthy, both physically
and mentally.

22.Bf4+ Ne5 ( 22...Kd7
23.Qe7#) 23.Qxe5#.

zine and an experienced
chess teacher and coach. If
you are interested in the
UAH Chess Club, drop him a
note. Send him your UAH
email address, and he will register you for the Club's
WebCT site, where you will
find free chess instruction
and access to other
chessplaying students.
Check out the Exponent Club
Wire for meeting time and
place.

CAMPBELL from page 11
The Importance of Being
Earnest, and Scrooge in A
Christmas Carol. Jason Vail
played the Duke in Measure
for Measure, Young Marlow
in She Stoops to Conquer,
and Fabian in Twelfth Night.
He has also played Jacob
Marley
in
another
Shenandoah Shakespeare
performance. In other the
atres he has played Cladio in

MIRACLE from page 3 —
ing theApollo 12 mission and
the crew suffered eye and
lung irritation during the en
tire trip back. Lunar dust is
highly abrasive. Astronauts
Pete Conrad and Alan Bean

TANNER from page 1
Yumi's character, played by
Moegumi Mochizuki. Ravi
falls in love with Kelly so
much he makes a fool of him
self. "The relationship be
tween Ravi and the girl is per
fect as far as Ravi is con
cerned," says play director

©

PEDERSON from page 1
need arises. 'Talking through
the stresses and frustrations
of all that I juggle helps me
gain a clearer perspective and
options for change in the situ
ation," notes LePage.

Comedian Mellisa Raueh
*As Seen on MTV & *
VHl's Best Week Ever
|4/faJfiesdag xjy\gin Ot)«rch 30tb
9pm @
Auditorium
Administrative Science

MADDOXfrom page 3
matters worse, his kingside
pawns are a wreck.
10.exd5 cxd511.NL3
Also promising is 11,hxg5
Qxg512.NOQg3+ 13.Kfl Nf6
14.Bb5+ Kd8 15.Ne2Qg7±,
busting up the black kingside.
Il...g412.Ne5 Bh613.00! g3?! 14.Bb5+ Kf8
15.Bxf4! Bg4
DIAGRAM
No better is 15...Qxh4
16.Ng6+! fxg6 17.Bxh6+ Ke7
18.Qe2+ Qe4 19.Nxd5+ Kd6
20.Qxe4 Nc6 21.Rf6+ Nxf6

16.Bg5!
Also winning is 16.Nxf7!
Kxf7 17.Be5+ Nf6 18.Bxf6
Bxdl 19.Bxd8+Kg820.Bxa5+16...f6 17.Qd3 Nc4
18.Bxf6 Nxf6 19.Qg6 1-0
Don
Maddox
(maddoxd @ email .uah.edu)
has been adviser to the UAH
Chess Club for almost three
years. Mr. Maddox is a former
editor of Chess Life Maga-

booksforsoldiers.com

psa
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There are some things
that make everything feel
ok...

Ring-happy fire alarms don't score
too high on that list. Hell. They
may not be on the list at all.
Maybe they're the joy of life to
someone who enjoys seeing
people writhing in agony after
being scared from their beds at the
wee hours of a frosty morning...

You know...
Stuff (or 'things' if you
prefer) that make you feel
good after a long day (or
night-for some of us).

I mean...
...but they remind the 'rest
of us' of the many horrors
of living in a dormitory...

let's just say you were in
the process of finishing
some paper that was due
in the next few minutes.
Or in a meaningful con
versation with someone
who you've decided to
spend the rest of your
life. Let's even say that
you're watching some
movie—

\Ay girl's in town. I need a da
for her friend. You up for it?
wireless
We never stop working for you!

W 888-123*4567
m

mm

MtKiftlfM
888-123-4567

888-555-5555

U lie. Thai pit is on ur
door. Tell d truth,

ErB personality

W 888123-4567

CB« 888*555 5555
4/23
2:38pm

m

Mpiiu

mm

Cotrtam

XnwfC frew
888 123-4567

r4fii£ppff£iiti
8881234567

K. See u
flf 888423-4567
4/23 IMf*

f mtnm.
vmmmi

Get ill the know with Verizon Wireless
Whether you're snapping, TXTing or calling, Verizon Wireless keeps you IN the know with the stuff you, need to know.
Sign up now and get Unlimited IN Calling to your Verizon Wireless family and friends - across campus or across the country - from the America's Choice5"1
Coverage Area without using any plan minutes for $39.99 monthly access with a new 1-yr. Customer Agreement. Plus, when you sign up we will send you
a free USB drive.
It's easier than ever to stay connected to the people, places and things that matter most. Drop by any Verizon Wireless Communications Store, and get
in the know.

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES
HUNTSVILLE
700 Airport Rd. Suite C
256-881-2350

Open Sundays

6275 University Dr.
256-922-0111

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS
PLEASE CALL MARGARITA CLIFFORD
256-721-6462

Our Surcharges (incl. 2.31% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly), 54 Regulatory/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes and our surcharges could add 6% to 28% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35/1
yr $15/2yrs.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement. Calling Plan & credit approval. $175 termination fee per line, up to 454/min. after allowance, other charges & restrictions. Usage rounded to the next full minute
Offers and coverage not available everywhere. TXT/Instant messages/alerts 10«/message sent & 2c/message received and PIX Messages sent or received: 25e plus airtime in National Enhanced Services Coverage Area only. Get It Now:
airtime & other tees apply; may require connection in National Enhanced Services Coverage Area. Network details, coverage limitations & maps at verizonwireless.com. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. ©2005 Verizon Wireless
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Cafe Du Monde...and
my Grand Bon Fete
By Shonneky Langham
Entertainment Editor

Entertainment
Kings of Leon Not Yet Rock Royalty
By Clay Johnson

There are things in life that, once experienced,
seem so surreal. Things that you've only dreamed
of doing and once having done them take on a life of
their on. One of those things I did recently was go to
the famous Cafe Du Monde in New Orleans. I wasn't
even aware that I wanted to go to this place until I
was actually in New Orleans and no more than a few
blocks walking distance away from the famous
hotspot. I make it a point to go and see, in reality, a
place that I had only read about.
I have read a few of acclaimed novelist Anne Rice's
novels and because of that the city of New Orleans,
Louisiana, had taken on a life of its own in my imagi
nation. I expected to see gothic architecture and dan
gerous looking dark corners. Sure enough there was
plenty of that to go around. My friends and I went
walking in the French Quarter and saw many weird
and exciting sights. Street musicians were playing
their songs. Street performers were doing panto
mimes, making a show of staying frozen in place for
what seemed like hours. It was all a small town girl
could hope for; I finally got away from the sedate
pace of the country life and entered a city that was
pulsing with as much life as me. I loved it. There
was, however, one thing that I really wanted to do
and that was go to Cafe Du Monde.
As I said before I read enough of Anne Rice to
know that New Orleans is teeming with a dark en
ergy. Voodoo, vampires, and swamps all combine
with the eclectic architecture to create an atmosphere
that is surreal and spooky. That night while I was in
the French Quarter I saw hints of the dark edge of
the city. The crowd was rowdy and boisterous and
that s putting it mildly. Young women, alone and ter
ribly drunk, stumbled down the streets alone. Men,
intoxicated on youth and beers, called crude com
ments to anyone who would come back. There were
even a few people who looked suspiciously like char
acters from Ms. Rice's works; standing alone in the
corner, dressed in black from head to toe and staring
at certain passersby with steely, dead looking eyes.
Of course, most of Bourbon Street and the French
Quarter were highly entertaining and I suppose it
was the danger—that added edge—that was most
attractive to me. Still I was more than ready to give
up the wild night life and enjoy some of the wonder
ful beignets I had heard so much about.
The next day in New Orleans I was intent on hav
ing a cup of chicory coffee and some piping hot
beignets. My friends and I walked a few blocks and
finally came upon a crowded little place. I was sur
prised. This was the famous Cafe Du Monde?!? It
was cramped with what seemed like hundreds of
people, all waiting for the same thing I was; a table
that was covered in confectioner's sugar and pigeon
feathers. Finally we cleared off a little spot as best
we could and had a seat. We ordered and soon I was
having my beignets and chicory.
It's really not that important to me that I express
exactly how the beignets tasted or whether the pi
geons annoyed me or not. I don't think it's impor
tant that I describe the setting or how quaint my
surroundings were. I do think it's important to ex
press just how wonderful and affirming it feels to
just do something you only dreamed of. You may
not even have known you wanted to do this new
thing but once you've done it, the experience adds
something to your life that only makes your world a
bigger. The best part of my Grande bonfete is the
feeling I got from doing something new and excit
ing. What I will remember most from my trip to Cafe
Du Monde is how it felt to sit and marvel at how
events that we only imagined, once we experience
them, can make us feel immortal.
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then toured the US and UK merits.
a competent band in the mu
in support of their first fullFirst, allow me to an sical sense. It is clear that
length, entitled Youth and nounce that there are cer they can play well, and there
What a world we inhabit. Young Manhood. Critics tainly many positives in this
are some inventive moments.
Kings of Leon are introduced worshipped them and built work, but they intermingle
Yet there is much evidence
in almost every article and shrines to honor their glory, with several negatives and
that there is a strong influ
review as a Southern rock and the world entered Utopia. ultimately this produces a re
ence at work here from other
band. They are, indeed, from
Wait, I think I got some of sult which is ever-so-slightly hipster bands like the
the South. That much is true, the facts mixed up... yes, crit above-average at best.
Strokes. A lot of the textures
so they are a "Southern" rock ics praised the boys as chan
Caleb Followill has an in here echo that band, placing
band. But Lynyrd Skynyrd is neling classic rock vibes into teresting voice. It's no secret
Kings of Leon alongside
(was?) a "Southern" rock a modern setting and some that vocals are important to a
them rather than alongside
band as well. There is a dif how thus crafting a star- band, as they are really just
blues-based and soulful
ference, and Kings of Leon tlingly original yet retro work another instrument used to
Southern -acts such as
epitomize the difference well. which chronicled the rigors convey whatever a song
Lynyrd Skynyrd and the
Preparing to review their new of growing up and entering— dares convey. Caleb's vocals
Allman Brothers. More im
album Aha Shake Heart wait for it—manhood. But are confusing, because the
portantly, the songs aren't all
break epitomized, for me, the that's where the story levels man sounds as if he is cothat great, especially consid
struggle of reviewing others' off a bit, and instead of skip opting some sort of Jamaican
ering Caleb Followill's de
art.
ping merrily into a rainbow- accent and he doesn't really mented pseudo-voice. "Soft"
But, I jump ahead of my filled horizon the world sing as humans do. He does
is almost without question
self. Kings of Leon is a group trudged on, and the Kings of interesting things with this
the most violent offender in
from the South. The quartet Leon didn't achieve all that style at times, and I admit that
this category, though some
is all family, all Followill, and much commercially (I believe my initial revulsion has now
songs, including "4 Kicks"
three-fourths sibling. Broth they fared better in England, become a morbid fascination,
and "Bucket," aren't so bad.
ers Caleb (rhythm guitar and however).
but it ultimately doesn't work
The ultimate statement I
vocals), Jared (bass), and
But now they are back, nor does it make sense.
have to impart in relation to
Nathan (drums) are joined by and Rolling Stone tells me
Okay, so the voice of the . Aha Shake Heartbreak is
their cousin Matthew (lead they are "poised to conquer band is possessed of a
that the album is not a suc
guitar) to form this tight-knit America" now with the re strange herky-jerky atonal
cess. I waver between feel
group of shaggy-haired lease of their second full- quality that often renders the
ing that this work is fairly
hipsters. The brothers' father length album, craftily entitled lyrics unintelligible. Clearly
awful and feeling that it
was an evangelist, and trav Aha Shake Heartbreak. But this masks lyrics of a highlyshows a strange sense of
eling around with him they here is the problem: I don't incisive, thoughtful, or oth
promise if they can get a new
had been exposed to the mu see it happening.
erwise ingenious nature singer or develop their style
sical exploits of artists like
Granted, I had never heard which must be slurred by
in a significant manner. It
Neil Young and the Rolling their first album, having vocal imperfection to prove
seems to me that excellence
Stones. Ironic, eh?
caught onto their buzz after that God doles out his gifts
should be a prerequisite of
Yet in any event, the boys it had died down. Thus, I fairly, no? Not quite. The
musical art in exchange for
absorbed the wicked secular can't compare this new one words often express broken
the exorbitant prices de
splendor of these influences to that one and say that thoughts, and they don't pull
manded of consumers when
while traveling alongside a they've now followed together ideas in a coherent
they buy music. Kings of
preacher-man parent and, lo through on their promise or way. Often this isn't a prob
Leon do not exemplify excel
and behold, they became a some other schlock, but any lem, but sometimes things
lence on Aha Shake Heart
musical group. Shortly after album worth its salt can be don't come together well. In
break, but they do get many
settling in Nashville the boys reviewed independently of any event the best lyrical
things right and exert some
were joined by their cousin, the artist's other output. events on the album aren't
measure of originality, how
and by 2001 they were sign Knowledge of the artist's much better than average,
ever misguided.
ing papers to record with catalog helps with context, and some moments are starRCA. They released the EP but ultimately any record tlingly bad.
Holy Roller Novocaine and succeeds or fails on its own
Overall, Kings of Leon is

50 Cent Takes Beef to a New Level
By Lauren Mobley
Since his debut, 50 Cent
has worked his way to the top
of the music industry. Tell
ing his story of how he has
been shot nine times and
starting a notorious beef with
Ja Rule has been the base of
his career. People sided with
50 Cent when it came to his
negative views about Ja Rule.
Due to the beef, Ja Rule's
popularity declined and 50
Cent then moved to the top
position. Now that 50 Cent is
undoubtedly one of the ma
jor rappers in the game who
is actually making enough
money to show forit, who can
stop him? Who can take his
place? Most hip-hop lovers
would answer both questions
•>V » • .t (,

with no one. But recently, the
actions of 50 Cent have a lot
of people questioning his
confidence in himself and his
ability to maintain his num
ber one position.
50 Cent has recently taken
beef to a whole new level by
attacking not just one per
son, but by attacking Nas, Fat
Joe, and Jadakiss all at once.
50 Cent has already built a
stable career, so why is he
now trying to ruin the careers
of others like he did Ja Rule's?
Of course in the rap game
beef is bound to happen, but
to start beef with somebody
else for no valid reason is ri
diculous.
People are now saying 50
Cent is just being greedy. He
wants to take everybody's
shine and money. Not only

has 50 Cent attacked other
rappers who have no affilia
tion with him; he's now start
ing beef within his own crew.
On a recent interview with a
New York radio station, 50
Cent reportedly said that The
Game, a protege of 50 Cent
and a member of his group G
Unit, was no longer with the
G-Unit crew. According to
Bet.com 50 Cent suggested
that "Game was working too
hard, too fast to be his own
man.. .1 think he has a prob
lem with my position, I think
he'd like to be 50 Cent." Since
this statement, everybody is
buzzing about how 50 Cent
is only productive by making
beef with others. "50
Cent.. .understands his audi
ence better than most. He
clearly understands beef is

what sells," said rap journal
ist Davey D. "He has figured
out the obvious, if you
wanna be successful, you
have to commit yourself to
kicking up dust and causing
drama. It's the American
way."
Other reliable sources
have stated that 50 Cent is
also upset because in one of
The Game's interviews, he
stated that he would not get
involved in 50 Cent's beef
unlike the other members of
the G-Unit camp. 50 Cent also
has a song called "Piggy
Bank" that attacks other rap
pers such as Jadakiss and Fat
Joe, in which The Game re
fused to take part in.
People are already predict
ing that this beef will lead to

MOBLEY on page 8
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McGregor and Williams Lend Voices to Robots
By Nathaniel Pence
It was a decade ago when
the first feature length CG
movie was released. That was
Toy Story and it swept the
world as being the first of its
kind. Now, it seems like four
computer-generated films a
year come rolling out of Hol
lywood. Just this year alone,
we are awaiting the release of
films like Madagascar, Cars,
and Valiant. It seems to be a
cash-cow market venue for
filmmakers because it is not
exactly a cartoon aimed for
children but it is also not just
something for grown-ups. It
is the in-between that every
one does not mind seeing
despite the rating because it
is just something that looks
cool. It also helps that a lot
of the jokes that are used in
such films work on levels that
both children and adults in
terpret differently.

Being added to that grow
ing list of CG films is Robots,
a surprising film in that the
premise borders on killing
poor people. In the film, we
are introduced to the
Copperbottoms. Rodney, as
voiced by Ewan McGregor, is
their son and we witness him
grow up. Well, we witness him
receive various "big boy
parts." As Rodney is aging,
he is inspired by a robot on
TV named Big Weld, voiced
by the acclaimed Mel Brooks.
He means to inspire robots
like Rodney to use their minds
and invent whenever they
see a need that must be ful
filled. Rodney does just this
and invents Wonderbot,
which is mainly just a little
helper robot. Rodney then
decides to take his invention
to Big Weld just like he saw
inventors do on TV but when
he gets to Robot City, where
Big Weld Industries is lo
cated, he meets reality.

The
industry
has
changed and inventors are
no longer welcome at Big
Weld ever since Ratchet,
voiced by Greg Kinnear, has
taken over. Rodney is dis
missed and runs into Fender,
voiced by the scene-stealing
Robin Williams. Fender
brings Rodney into his gang
of robot friends who all wan
der the streets and alleys of
Robot City looking for spare
parts to fix themselves with.
The problem for them is that
Ratchet has discontinued all
spare parts manufactured by
Big Weld, which is all of them
in the world apparently, and
then demands that all robots
in Robot City purchase das
tardly expensive upgrades.
Those that cannot afford the
upgrades, which are robots
like Fender and Co., are then
considered out-moded and
become viable targets for the
sweepers that roam the very
alleys and streets that our

heroes roam. The sweepers
aim to sweep up the outmodes and have them sent to
a meltdown facility where
they are turned into scraps.
See what I mean about killing
poor people? Fender and his
friends cannot afford any
thing because they do not
have jobs, as far as we know,
and they are primary targets •
for meltdown.
To make matters more in
teresting, Rodney takes up
the initiative to begin fixing
the robots that need spare
parts in order to save them
from being out-moded. This
puts a monkey wrench in
Ratchet's plans and he aims
to have Rodney eliminated.
Not exactly the most lighthearted of films to say the
least but the humor and heart
are still there because de
spite all the hardships that
the gang goes through, they
do not back down from
Ratchet and his mongering

McGregor and Williams lend voices to Robots
ways.
It is also clever to see how
the writers and producers
have managed to take com
mon phrases and interpret
them for robots. The labor of
having a child is the hours it
takes to build the child physi
cally rather than something
passing painfully through,
well, you get the picture. Los
ing your head means just that

and when your arms wrestle,
they are literally on the
ground fighting each other.
It made me laugh heartily in
many places and then caused
me to actually think a couple
times, all while looking beau
tiful and cool, which is a great
combination for any film.

Shenandoah Express is a Success
By Ashley Campbell
Shenandoah Shakespeare
Express (SSE) performed at
UAH on Wednesday, March
9, through Friday, March 11,
with three wonderful produc
tions. At the beginning of
each production they played
their own original composi
tions to entertain the audi
ence before the actual play
started. This followed the tra
dition of the original
Shakespearean plays. Then
a couple of the actors in the
group came out and explained
some of the unique situations
that happened with the per
formances, which were simi
lar to those that may have
happened in Shakespeare's
time. These included univer
sal lighting, which allowed
the actors to see the audience
and interact with them and
doubling, which is when all
eleven actors in the SSE
played up to four parts in any
one of the plays.
The company did not use
many props, but instead left
the scene up to the
audience's imagination. The
costuming was important be
cause it allowed the audience
to read several things about
the characters, such as
whether he or she was rich or
poor. Also the company
broke
with
old
Shakespearean Theatre cus
toms, which said that women
weren't allowed to act. How
ever they do mix up genders
for different roles.
The cast was made up of
Fred Arsenault, Shirine Babb,
Nathan C. Crocker, Paul
Fidalgo, Aaron Hochhalter,
Gregory Jon Phelps, Christo
pher Seiler,Jason Vail, Jeremy
West, Alyssa Wilmoth, and

Joyce Peifer.
Fred Arsenault played
Mistress Overdone, Friar Pe
ter and Abhorson in Mea
sure For Measure, George
Hastings in She Stoops To
Conquer, and Feste in
Twelfth Night. In other plays
he has played Bob Cratchit
in A Christmas Carol,
Mordred in Camelot, Oberon
in A Midsummer Night's
Dream, and Henry Thoreau
in The Night Thoreau Spent
in Jail,all of which have been
performed in different ven
ues. He has also performed
in a Discovery Channel TV
show, The Prosecutors as
Roy Dale Green. He received
his B.A. in Theater Perfor
mance from Christopher
Newport University.
Shirine Babb played
Isabella in Measure for Mea
sure, Constance Neville in
She Stoops to Conquer, and
Olivia in Twelfth Night. She
has also played the part of
Fan inA Christmas Carol and
she played on the ABC pro
duction of City Kids All Star,
as a Salt & Pepper Dancer.
She received her M.A. in Act
ing at East 15 Acting School
in the U.K. and her B.F.A. in
Musical Theatre at SUNY
Fredonia London Academy
for Theatre.
Nathan C. Crocker played
Claudio and Justice in Mea
sure for Measure, Diggory in
She Stoops to Conquer, and
Valentine and Sebastion in
Twelfth Night. He has also
played the parts of Fred in A
Christmas Carol, Jesus in
Jesus Christ Superstar, Puck
in A Midsummer Night's
Dream, and Walter Lee in
Raison in the Sun, all of
which were performed at dif
ferent places. He earned his
B.F.A. in Acting at the Uni

versity of North Carolina Greensboro.
Paul Fidalgo played Lucio
in Measure for Measure,
Tony Lumpkin in She Stoops
to Conquer, and Andrew
Aquecheek in Twelfth Night.
In previous performances
with
Shenandoah
Shakespeare he has played
Christmas Past in A Christ
mas Carol, Dogberry in
Much Ado about Nothing,
Oswald in King Lear,Bottom
in A Midsummer Night's
Dream, Holofernes and
Longaville in Love Labour's
Lost, Slender in The Merry
Wives of Windwor, and
Donnalbain and Fleance in
Macbeth. He has also played
Mordred in Camelot. He
earned his B.A. in Theatre at
the Richard Stockton College
of New Jersey.
Aaron Hochhalter played
the Provost in Measure for
Measure, Jeremy and Land
lord in She Stoops to Con
quer, and Curio and Antonio
in Twelfth Night. In the pre
vious performances with
Shenandoah Shakespeare he
has played the Plump Sister
in A Christmas Carol,
Menenius Agrippa in
Coriolanus, Tranio in The
Taming of the Shrew, Anto
nio in The Tempest,Benvolio
in Romeo and Juliet, Silvius
and the Duke in As You Like
It, and the Old Shepard in The
Winter's Tale. He received his
B.A. in Theatre from the Uni
versity of Minnesota.
Gregory Jon Phelps
played Angelo in Measure
for Measure, Fellow in She
Stoops to Conquer, and
Orsino in Twelfth Night. Pre
viously with Shenandoah
Shakespeare has played Top
per and Fred in A Christmas
Carol, Jack in The Impor

tance of Being Earnest,
Prince Hal in Henry TV Part
One, and Valentine in The
Two Gentlemen of Verona.
In other theatres he has
played Edmund in King Lear,
Pompey in Measure for Mea
sure, Scrooge inA Christmas
Carol, Dodger in Oliver,
Edmund in The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe, and
Curly in Oklahoma.
Christopher Seiler played
Pompey in Measure for Mea
sure, Mr. Hardcastle in She
Stoops to Conquer and Sir
Toby Belch in Twelfth Night.
Previously with Shenandoah
Shakespeare he played
Worcester and Peto in Henry
IV Part One, Duke and
Panthino in The Two Gentle
men of Verona, Chausible in
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MOVIE TIMES
Times valid
on Thursdays only
Be Cool 1:00 3:45 7:00
9:45

Because of Winn Dixie
12:00 2:25
4:50 7:15 9:40

Boogey Man 9:30
Finding Neverland 1:05
4:15 7:05

Million Dollar Baby
Constantine
Cursed
Man of the House
Because of Winn Dixie
The Jacket

1. Candy Shop 50 Cent feat Olivia
2. Boulevard of Broken Dreams Green Day
3. Let me Love You Mario
4. How We Do The Game feat 50 Cent
5. Disco Inferno 50 Cent
6. Since You been Gone Kelly Clarkson
7. 1, 2 Step Ciara feat Missy Elliot
8. Rich Girl Gwen Stefani feat Eve
9. Caught Up Usher
10. Obsession (No Es Amor) Frankie J feat
Baby Bash

OPPORTUNITIES
Calandar of Events for the City of HUntsville

Live Music
March 23 Echo Me Astronaut @ Flying Monkey
Arts Center Huntsville, AL
March 26 Tsunami Aid Benefit Concert @ Flying
Monkey Arts Center Huntsville, AL
March 31 Classical Blues Cabaret feat Phil Weaver
and Microwave Dave @ Flying Monkey Arts Center
Huntsville, AL

Hostage 1:30 4:10
7:00 9:40

Man of the House

Theatre Events

12:30 2:50 5:10 7:30
9:50

March 17 Eclectic Thursdays, Poetry Night @
Fatso's Huntsville, AL

Million Dollar Baby
12:45 4:00 7:00 9:40

Passion of the Christ

March 17-19 "Lilies of the Field" @ Von Braun
center Playhouse, Huntsville, AL

1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50

The Pacifier 12:30 1:15
2:45 3:30 5:00 5:45
7:15 8:00 9:45

The Wedding Date
12:00 5:00 9:45
Therese 2:30 7:20

March 18,19, and 23-26 "Delia's Diner Blue Plate
Special #6" @ Renaissance Theatre, Huntsville, AL
March 19 Art Aid: A Benefit for Families affected
by War @ Flying Monkey Arts Center, Huntsville,
AL
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Shelby Speaks at VBCC
By Joseph Terrell
Editor-in-Chief

I recently had the privilege to attend a
speaking engagement, featuring U.S. Senator
Richard Shelby, at the Von Braun Civic Center,
on March 14. The event began at 7:30 a.m.
with a free breakfast, consisting of almost any
thing one could want: bacon, biscuits, sau
sage, muffins, fruit, etc. Tables were placed
throughout the North Hall, each one dedicated
to a specific business, interest group, or entity
(including UAH). Senator Shelby gave a short
briefing to the audience on some of the key
issues facing the nation: the war in Iraq, Social
Security, Base closings.
On Social Security, the Senator was careful
not to give a concrete affirmation or denuncia
tion of Bush's social security privatization plan,
commending the President for initiating the
debate on Social Security. Furthermore, he
state that the system in going to be in trouble
in the future, citing studies which show that
the money will not be in the Social Security
Fund. Shelby offered a few possible alterna
tives to solve this problem;first, we could raise
the age to be eligible for SS benefits. The sec
ond suggestion offered by the Senator pro
poses that Social Security Benefits could be
changed from wage based to inflation based.
In stating what he would not support, the Sena
tor said he does not want to borrow money
from the SS account to pay for private accounts.
The next topic focused on the latest round
of base closings. Huntsville is a federal city,
depending on federal dollars to fund the re
search carried out by NASA and the Redstone
Arsenal. Should the federal government de
cide toshutdown its military facilitiesin Hunts
ville, the economic impact would be crippling;
Senator Shelby provided a figure of $2.5 bil
lion as the economic impact of the Marshall
Space Flight Center. Because of its importance,
Shelby declared that he, U.S. Representative
Bud Cramer, and U.S. Senator Sessions will
continue to build the Redstone Arsenal and
the University of Alabama at Huntsville. It is
hoped that Redstone will benefit from the base
closings.
Just as a short, I would like to provide a
verbatim quote from the Senator regarding the
war in Iraq. To give the quote a bit of context,
the Senator first made a remark discussing the
current situation, describing it as "still very
dangerous", while also pointing to recent de
velopments in Ukraine and Lebanon as in
stances where freedom has proliferated. He
asked the rhetorical question of "Have we
made any mistakes" (in the Iraq war), answer
ing with "Goodness Yes". This struck me as
odd, since it is the first time I have heard a
Washington elected official, who supports the
war, admit that many mistakes have been made
in the war. So I was surprised by the Senator's
candor in this regard. The event was ended
with a quick Q & A session, featuring an indi
vidual serving as a 'filter', deciding which ques
tions would be posed to the Senator.
On Saturday, I participated in the Shamrock
Shuffle, running the 5,000K. After hearing of
the results of the race, I was able to come to a
conclusion; if this event was scored as a track
meet, NCRH would have come out on top.
Samantha Campbell won the 15-19 age group,
and I placed 3rd in the male 15-19 group. Matt
Wilson won the overall race, and though he
does not live in NCRH (but does work at the
desk quite a bit), we are adopting him for this
hypothetical statistic. Oh, and if you are won
dering why this issue is green, remember that
today (Thursday the 17) is St. Patrick's Day!

Editorial
LETTERS

Deadline for having letters of 300 words or less turned in is 2

to the Editor

p.m. on Friday. The Exponent reserves the right to edit all
materials submitted for publication.

Dear Exponent,
4,140 Alabama Reservists and
I feel that the time has Guardsmen mobilized as of
come for me to speak. You are last week in support of our
a rag. Your paper is unfit to global military commitments.
wrap fish. I would provide Since September 11, 2001,
justifiaction for my com 89% of the Alabama Air
ments, but I don't really feel Guard and 49% of the Ala
like it. I want to say (and this bama Army Guard have been
is the crux of my complaint) called up.
that it is disgusting that The
Today, our National Guard
Exponent faces absolutely no and Reserve units are being
comptetion on campus. Ev called upon more than ever
ery liberal paper needs a con and are being asked to serve
servative paper. Every sports their country in very differ
paper needs an arts paper. ent circumstances than in the
And every crappy campus past. The Global War on Ter
rag needs a quality satire pa ror and Operation Iraqi Free
per to "ream" it into submis dom have heightened our
sion! (LOL! I love a good military's operational tempo
pun!) To continue-No longer which now requires that our
should our student body be Reserve component play a
made subject to the tyranny more active role in the total
of single poorly made publi force.
cation. A pox on you and may
In the past, our Reservists
you step on a crack! These were exactly what their name
dark days of one crappy pa implied -a backup force called
per on campus are numbered. upon one weekend a month
THE PEOPLE WILL BE and two weeks a year. How
FREE! OUR CAMPUSWILL ever, as the Cold War melted
BE ALIVE!!!
away, so did much of our mili
Sincerely,
tary. Active duty numbers
The Rubberband
were reduced as our major
threat, the Soviet Union, fell
Reservists: Relieve Now apart. Since this reduction in
In support of the war on our active duty armed forces,
terror, the State of Alabama the burden has fallen to the
and its citizens, like many Reservists to fill the void.
other states throughout the
Unlike any other time in
country, have made signifi our nation's history, we now
cant sacrifices for our nation. depend heavily on our Re
Many of our armed forces serve component. As of Feb
have been called upon to par ruary 23rd, 184,481 soldiers,
ticipate in major deployments sailors, airmen, coast guards
in support of military opera men, and Marines were mo
tions overseas. In fact, Ala bilized to participate in major
bama has mobilized more Na deployments, including Op
tional Guardsmen per capita eration Enduring Freedom
then any other state, with and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Dear Suzy
Dear Suzy,
I found a few cokes
and a few beers in the back of
my fridge last week. I don't
know how old they are but I
know they are at least 6
months old. Do you think
they are still safe to drink?
Thanx
Patrick
Dear Patrick,
For sodas and
cokes in bottles and un
opened, it will last about three
months after its date. If it was
already opened, it will last
about 2-3 days. The same
goes for diet sodas either in

iJffS 9700These deployments fre
quently necessitate extended
tours of duty, many of them
exceeding twelve months, for
these citizen-soldiers.
These long tours and fre
quent activations have a pro
found and disruptive effect
on the lives of these men and
women and on the lives of
their families and loved ones.
Many of our Reservists suf
fer a significant loss of in
come when they are mobi
lized - forcing them to leave
often higher paying civilian
jobs to serve their country.
Such losses can be com
pounded by additional fam
ily expenses associated with
military activation, including
the cost of long distance
phone calls and the need for
additional child care. These
circumstances create a seri
ous financial burden that is
extremely difficult for Reserv
ists' families to manage. We
can and should do more to
alleviate this financial bur
den.
In an effort to address this
critically important issue, I,
along with Senator Byron
Dorgan of North Dakota, re
cently introduced the Mili
tary Reserve Mobilization
Income Security Act. This
legislation would provide a
completely refundable in
come tax credit of up to
$20,000 annually to a military
Reservist called to active
duty. The amount of the tax
credit would be based upon
the difference between
wages paid by the Reservist's
civilian job and the military

wages paid upon mobiliza
tion. The tax credit would be
available to members of the
National Guard or Ready Re
serve who are serving for
more than 90 days and would
vary according to their length
of service.
We recognize that some
businesses continue to pay
Reservists full salaries while
they are activated and that
other businesses and local
governments support Guard
and Reserve families by pick
ing up the difference between
their civilian and military pay.
These employers should be
praised for their patriotism
and for looking after their
employees. Too many Re
servists, however, do not
have this kind of support and
that is precisely the reason
we have introduced this im
portant piece of legislation.
The sacrifices of our Re
servists and the burden they
bear to protect our freedoms
are significant. It is impera
tive that Congress realize the
vital role these soldiers play
within our military and how
the success of our military
depends on these troops.
While we can never fully re
pay the debt we owe to those
that wear the uniform, I be
lieve the Military Reserve
Mobilization Income Security
Act is a small step towards
showing our gratitude. This
is not too much to ask of our
nation, and it is the right thing
to do.
Senator Richard Shelby

The deadline for Dear Suzy letters is Sunday at midnight Letters should be sent to
uahdearsuzy@yahoo.com. Anonymity will be preserved in Dear Suzy letters. Suzy is a UAH
student and is not a licensed psychologist or therapist. Her advice is based on her own
experience and should never be taken as the advice of a physician or therapist. Her opinions
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Exponent, staff members, or the University of
Alabama in Huntsville.

bottles or cans. However, for
sodas and cokes in cans, they
should last about 9 months
unopened after the date. With
beer, it depends what kind of
beer it is. Beers high in alco
hol last longer than regular
beers. Pull one out (only if
you are 21 and older) and try
it. If it's good beer and you
let it go to waste, it's alcohol
abuse!
Dear Suzy,
Being
absent
minded is normal; I recently
left one of my notebooks in a
classroom in Morton Hall. I

realized it later on that night
and went back to get it only
to find out that the building
was locked. I proceeded to
try all the doors to maybe find
one that was open. All of
them were locked. It was in
trying all the doors that I dis
covered that anyone pos
sessing half a brain, a few
extra seconds (literally), and
a number of common objects
(I used my car keys), can ac
cess that building at any time
of the day or night. This just
concerned me a little bit and I
wondered if there was any
thing that can be done to in

crease the security on cam
pus.
Kumar
Dear Kumar,
It does not seem to
be that the campus police are
too concerned about the se
curity of the buildings. The
campus police are doing a
great job around campus, but
I can vouch for myself that
you can stay overnight
studying in a building and
they don't bother you. One
time, an officer told my friend
that they left the front of the
engineering building un-

SUZY on page 14
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Opinion
Short Story: The Cautionary Tale of Club Soda
By Nathaniel Pence
Club Soda stood, there
pondering on the internal
bubbles and the external
tears. If he kept crying ever
so, would his bubbles go
away? "Why does standing
here make me cry?" ques
tioned Club Soda to no one
in general. "Perhaps these are
not tears and I simply misun
derstand the word."
Club Soda decided that he
needed to find out for sure
so he went to ask Salt and
Pepper Shaker, for they ap
peared to be the most distin
guished and knowledgeable
couple of the land. Surely
they know the truth because
didn't all mounds of knowl
edge hold a salty grain of
truth or some nonsense like
that? Club Soda decided not
to think about that anymore
and stopped doing so as he
knocked
upon
the
woodworks of the Shaker
residence. He noticed he was
crying even more in this
wretched sun, wondering in
deed how long his inner
fizzies would sustain under

such harsh conditions, for he
was starting to believe that
the fizzies would lessen as the
tears grew more abundant.
Salt answered the door
and looked extremely cross
and bitter. In heated words,
she was able to explain to
Club Soda that Pepper had
taken his hat off to do some
exercises that morning when
he toppled, spilling large
amounts of his inner contents
on the shag carpeting. Club
Soda was slightly glad to hear
that such an incident had
occurred because of the situ
ation he was feeling, that
which comprised of his inner
fizzies and his tears of either
joy or sorrow (he decided
then that he did not know the
meaning of either of those
words and kept that thought
to himself). Salt wanted to
hear none of it because she
had to get to cleaning up
Pepper's innards, which were
not as uniformed as Salt's in
nards (though Club Soda did
not know that either).
Deciding to leave the do
mestic dispute, Club Soda
opted to meander in the town
square courtyard until he

came across someone who
might know what was hap
pening to him. After mean
dering and swapping one
park bench for another at least
twelve times, Club Soda
huffed heavily and conceded
defeat. Then, as he was piv
oting his glassy form onto
West Street, he spied the
coolest of men: Root Beer.
What was nifty about Root
Beer was that he was in his
own bottle while people like
Club Soda were always
poured into pre-formed
glasses with ice added ("on
the rocks" is over-rated).
Club Soda wished he was
Root Beer but only briefly
because he saw in an instant
that Root Beer was also cry
ing on the outside.
What would a freshly
bottled guy like Root Beer
have to cry about? Was he
losing his fizz as well? Club
Soda decided not to pass up
such an opportunity and tot
tered toward Root Beer.What
Club Soda had not noticed
was that Root Beer still had
his hat on, which baffled Club
Soda to no end. Pepper lost
his contents when his lid was

off and, being in a glass with
quickly shrinking ice cubes;
Club Soda assumed it had to
do with being capless.
But here was Root Beer,
capped, crying, and whis
tling. Oh, yes indeed, Root
Beer was whistling so maybe
those were tears of joy, if ever
the word were undefined.
"Excuse me, Root Beer."
Root Beer halted for Club
Soda but only to see the tiny
cubes within Club Soda move
around as if independent of
life.
"Yes,umm... Yes?"
"Root Beer," began Club
Soda rather hesitantly. He
couldn't believe he was talk
ing to Root Beer!"Um, I was
wondering about why you
were crying."
Root Beer looked per
plexed. "Ciying? I am not cry
ing!"
Club Soda was shocked.
What was going on? "Then
what's going on?" he asked
frantically while gesturing
wildly to the beads of water
that quickly progressed to
ward the ground on both
men's exteriors.
Root Beer chuckled a little

and Club Soda felt a brief
glint of anger. What was so
funny? "Mr. Club Soda, this
is sweat. It happens to drinks
like us because we are forced
to stand at all times."
Club Soda was even more
perplexed now. "We sweat?
But, I was able to sit on those
benches and I still sweated
like a baby Sprite!"Root Beer
chuckled even more and Club
Soda could have sworn that
an inner cube cracked.
"That's because you,
both of us, are also in the sun.
It causes us to sweat."
"But will my inner fizz go
away because of it? I really
like the fizz."
"No, Club Soda. The fizz
goes away on its own, espe
cially for an uncapped man
such as yourself." Club Soda
frowned at that. "At least
with me," Root Beer said
while stroking his cap, "I will
not lose it as quickly." He
flipped Club Soda a thumbsup and said, "Stay cool" and
brushed past him, chuckling
once more.
That was the last drinking
straw for Club Soda, who
quickly hobbled after Root

Beer, tore his cap off (it al
most felt like it was clamped
on!), and threw it across the
courtyard, hitting a jingle bear
and three sugar plum fairies.
Root Beer was horrified and
shrieked like a dying el
ephant. "We'll see how long
you keep your fizz without
your cap, Chuckles!" Then,
Club Soda turned and
hobbled away quickly, sweat
ing even more in the process.
He then tripped over Root
Beer's cap (the jingle bear
tossed it in a blind rage) and
spilled all of his contents,
watching the little fizzies and
tiny cubes soak into the green
grass of the courtyard. "At
least," thought Club Soda
before the final drops evapo
rated from his immobile form,
"I will not sweat... anymore."
He then passed away and the
glass was adopted by Salt
and Pepper Shaker to be used
as storage space.
The moral of the story is
this: Worrying about what is
on the outside will only drive
you to the point of eventu
ally losing what is on the in
side. That, or do not piss off
a jingle bear.

The Alabama Constitution: A History of Regression
ByHartwellLutz
Alabama, in its one hun
dred eighty five years as a
state, has had six constitu
tions, 1819,1861,1865,1868,
1875 and 1901.
All but the 1819 were fos
tered by sectionalism, bitter
turmoil, and undemocratic
principles. The 1861 consti
tution was the Confederate
States constitution and was
superseded by the Constitu
tion of 1865, merely a stop
gap constitution designed to
fill the void after the collapse
of the Confederacy. At that
time, no provision had been
made for readmission of se
ceding states into the Union.
After the Civil War, be
tween 1865 and 1868, persons
called "Carpetbaggers"
(Northerners proclaiming
themselves as "Radicals")
moved into the state and as

sumed control of its institu
tions, through cooperation
with the Federal military gov
ernment. To gain readmission
to the Union after the war,
Congress, in 1867, required
the state to adopt a new con
stitution containing certain
provisions.
The Carpetbaggers and
recently emancipated, mostly
illiterate, slaves, and "Scala
wags" (native, white, Ala
bama Union sympathizers)
controlled the 1867 conven
tion and drafted the 1868"Re
construction Constitution."
The people of Alabama, by
popular vote, refused to ac
cept that constitution, but it
was actually ratified by Con
gress over a presidential veto.
Given the circumstances
of its ratification and the fact
that the majority of the del
egates to the 1867 conven
tion seemed to have been
determined to impose punish

ment on those who supported
the Confederacy, the Recon
struction Constitution en
gendered deep resentment
among Southern whites.
While it was the clear
duty of the 1867 convention
to see to the protection of the
newly acquired voting and
civil rights of hundreds of
thousands of freed slaves,
the convention went well be
yond that charge, to the point
of disfranchising many
whites who had participated
in the "rebellion." This was
hard for white Alabamians to
accept and has contributed
to several generations of ra
cial discord in the state. A
backlash from whites was
sure to come and we are still
paying for it in the 21st Cen
tury.
The 1867 convention also
adopted several broad provi
sions not looked upon with
favor by the wealthy, conser

vative, agricultural, indus
trial, mining, and railroad in
terests in the state. Some of
the provisions of the 1868
Constitution are, however,
still looked upon as progres
sive, particularly those relat
ing to women's rights and
education.
Largely by means of
fraudulently controlled elec
tions, most specifically by
deliberate manipulation of the
black majorities by white of
ficials in the Black Belt, by
1874 conservative, wealthy,
white interests, had regained
control of Alabama state poli
tics. They were determined
to replace the 1868 Constitu
tion, but they feared that any
attempt to disfranchise
blacks would again bring
down the heel of the Federal
boot, something they were
determined to avoid. Further
more, because they con
trolled a large part of the

black vote, there was a disin
centive for them to eliminate
this vote, even though they
and many less prosperous
whites harbored a deep fear
of "black rule."
The period of Carpetbag
ger rule could serve as a case
study in irresponsible gov
ernment. Several county
governments bankrupted,
and the state government
became seriously in debt,
beyond its means to pay. The
situation was ripe for an ap
peal to limited government
and limited taxes. It was
those two issues that the
1875 convention largely ad
dressed.
In addition to the austere
limitations on government
contained in the 1875 Consti
tution, it severely limited lo
cal governments in conduct
ing their own affairs and pro
hibited works of public im
provement. Rather than cre

ate a broad outline of gov
ernment, it was extremely de
tailed, being more in the na
ture of a code than a consti
tution. But one of its great
est deficiencies was that it
was almost impossible to
amend. In its 26 years of life,
it was amended only one
time, and that was by subter
fuge.
Managing Editor's note:
Hartwell Lutz, former Ala
bama Legislature member,
former District Judge, and
ACCR State Board member,
was a guest speaker at a
UAH club meeting earlier
this semester. This article was
submitted at the request of
the UAH club, Alabama Stu
dents for Constitutional Re
form (ASCR).
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KARIGAN from page 7
drubbing, the Golden Rams
of Albany State were persistent. The Golden Rams tied
the game up at 3 runs apiece
in the sixth inning, only to
allow the Chargers to take
two more in the seventh to
win the game. Courtney

Hudson started on the
mound, putting away seven
batters with strikeouts in four
innings. Freshman Jenni
Smithson (7-0) was credited
with the win for the Chargers, with three strikeouts,
With the weekend sweep,

the Chargers are back on the
winning track, with a doubleheader at UNA up next on
March 15, starting at 6 p.m.
Be sure to cheer on #7 UAH
on a quest for #1!

could simply be answered
that it is used rightly in the
hands of capable writer and
directors. Computer gener
ated imagery has both been
an invisible tool that helps tell
stories in popular blockbust
ers, but have also caused
some films to flop due to their
overuse.
You there! Humble Expo-

nent reader! Yes, you! I know
you have a cool idea for some
thing that you would like to
see in this column, but you
just have not emailed me yet!
What are you waiting for?
Email
me
at
hortond@email.uah.edu and
stop procrastinating.

ing. People tell me "I heard
about what you did the other
night" and lo-and-behold
they read it on his blog. He
always exaggerates things to
make himself look like this
wild and crazy dude. It's
funny, I usually know the
truth about behind his
exagerated blog entries. How
can I keep myself off his stu
pid blog?!!?!?
—Full Metal Jacket
Dear Full Metal Jacket,
Hmpf, sounds like
your friend has some self-es
teem issues of some sort. In
a way though, writing that
blog helps him out, and
maybe he thinks he can pimp

out the girls. Next time you
two hang out, I would pick
on him about always includ
ing you in your blog. I would
say something like, hmmm,
"how many paragraphs are
you gonna include tonight
about this, ha ha." I wouldn't
pick that much, because he
really might have self-esteem
issues. Some people like to
use blogs to state what is on
their minds and relieve pres
sure. Better yet, why don't
you start your own blog and
write about him all the time
and see how much he likes it.
Signing off. Suzy

HORTON from page5
the leap in imagery from Epi
sode I to HI of Star Wars. The
battles from Phantom Men
ace are sure to look like a kid
playing with action figures
after audiences have seen the
opening space battle or the
lightsaber fight between
Yoda and Emperor Palpatine.
The argument over digi
tal film making techniques

SUZYfrom page 12

The Exponent
(256) 824-6090
104 University Center
Huntsville, Alabama 35899
Joseph Terrell, Editor-in-Chief
editor@exponent.uah.edu

locked while the back door
was still unlocked (it was
broken). The officer didn't
seem too worried about any
one entering the building.
Hopefully, the administration
will see your letter. If not, it
might be a good idea to ad
dress your concern to the
SGA.
DearSuzy,
My friend writes
constantly about me in his
blog. Everytime I hang out
with him, I start to think,
"wow, this atleast going to be
a page and a half in his blog."
At first I thought it was flat
tering but now it's just annoy-
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Most nurses spend their entire careers in the same hospital, in the United States Air Force,
it's unlikely you'll even spend it in the same state or country. You'll have the opportunity to
practice nursing in as many as 20 different fields in a variety of nursing environments. And
you It feel a greater sense of shared responsibility when you have the opportunity to actually
lead your team. Sound like the kind of career you'd like to have? Then call 1-800-588-5260.
AIRFORCE.COM/healthcane • 1-800-588-5250
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1 think I've got it finished!"

•Krf ysasisf

"i think the hour of
work was worth it...'

OK! Come on down!

she should produce
plenty of downforce."

Editor's Note: The Exponent reserves the right toedit all submissions for content. Due to space requirements, please limit content to approximately 75 words.
All submissions must be given directly to Joseph Terrell, Editor at The Exponent office, 104 University Center or email to Joseph Terrell at
exponent@email.uah.edu no later than 2 pm on Sunday. No submissions left in the drop box will be printed.

SLOVO-SLAVIC CLUB: Learn to Make Ukrainian Easter Eggs. Free Demonstration on March 17,2005 at 7pm in Morton Hall Room 129. All materials provided. Simply bring an
uncooked egg. Send any questions to hoteldetective@mchsi.com .
Please join the Office of Student Affairs for the Official University of Alabama in Huntsville Class Ring Presentation on Tuesday, April 12,2005 at 5:30 p.m. University Center Room 126.
Guests are welcome. Reception immediately following. RS VP by April 1,2005. (256)824-6700
Beginning September 16th, the UAH Chess Club meets from 6:00-11:00 pm in the UAH University Center. Students meet in the cafeteria for instruction, organization, and planning before
joining the main meeting. We welcome new members - come late, leave early, at your convenience. UAHCC is a learning environment - most students are beginners. We hope you will
join us in building an official UAH Chess Team this Fall.
Mathematics Club: Mathematics Luncheon entitled "Mathematics in the Real World" will be held this Friday, March 18, at 12:30am in Madison Hall Room 201. Meat and Bean Tacos
will be provided for $2, and the speaker is Mr. Archie Jordan from Lockheed Martin.
Alpha Tau Omega (ATO):A Toga Party -Friday April 8th at 9 pm and EVERYONE is invited. There will be a contest for the best toga and the most creative toga. This will be held at the
ATO house at Southeast Campus Housing, and it will be the biggest party of the year!
Lambda Pi Eta is holding a Public Speaking Contest on April 12 and 14. All speeches must be persuasive. Registration is now open and ends April 1,2005. If you have any questions
please contact Marcie Abney at abneym@email.uah.edu or come by the CommArts office at MH 342. CASH PRIZES!
Model United Nations Club: Come out to recognize and support World Health Day on Thursday, April 7. We will be hosting health awareness events. UC Lobby. Time: TB A.
RHA - "Even I Can Be A Leader"a seminar to help students learn about how to become an effective leader. Sessions include Running a Meeting, Programming Creativity, Advertising,
Getting Involved on Campus, Stress Management, and Delegating. This will be on Saturday, April 2 from 10 am to 2 pm. Cost (including Lunch) will be $5 if you sign up before April
1. Sign up at local front desk or at the Housing Office. For more information email rha@uah.edu.
The UAH Formula SAE team ("Charger Motorsports") is the fastest way to gain real world experience. If you have interest in a mock engineering firm and are wanting to apply what
you've learned in class, stop by room N119 in Tech Hall Mondays at 7:00 pm. Whether your major is business, programming, web design, journalism, or engineering, we have a place
for you. Late arrivals and ALL majors are welcome. For more information visit www.chargermotorsports.com.
The UAH Baha'i Campus Association would like to invite you to prayers and devotionals every Thursday evening from 7-9 pm in UC 132.
Alabama Students for Constitutional Reform (ASCR) is a group of UAH students working to help reform the outdated 1901 Constitution of Alabama. The group meets every Tuesday
night at 6PM in the University Center in Room 127. Check us out at http://ascr-uah.tripod.com. We need your help now to make a difference in Alabama!
Icelandic Student Organization: The UAH ISO's week-long trip to Iceland went better than we could have hoped for. We met with prominent politicians—including the Icelandic
parliament majority leader—and enjoyed the wonderful things the country has to offer. For information about the organization, please email iso@uahclubs.org.
Paintball Club: The UAH paintball club will be attending a 24-hour scenario game in Fayetteville, TN on April 2 and 3. Please visit mppgames.com for information regarding the game
and contact paintball@uahclubs.org if you're interested in participating.
Come support a couple of UAH students at the Baptist Campus Ministries'Rummage Sale on Saturday, March 12 from 7am to Noon. This is a fundraiser for missions that will have
clothes, furniture, toys and more for purchase. The sale will be located at the Baptist Student Center on Sparkman Drive.
History Club: Join the History Club, Saturday, April 9th, for a trip to Nashville, TN to visit the Hermitage & The Parthenon. The meeting place will be in the parking lot in front of Roberts
Hall at 8:00a.m., with a departure time of 8:15a.m. Bring $8 for the tour fees. We plan to eat lunch together at the Hermitage, so bring extra money. If interested, please RSVP by Thursday,
March 24 to Keith Trawick at trawick@uah.edu or at 509-9288.
__
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FOR SALE

Housing Beautiful 2 Bed/ $450 Group Fundraiser
Bath, Stepping Stone Condo! Scheduling Bonus 4 hours
Payments cheaper than rest. of your group's time PLUS
No down Payment financing. our free (yes, free)
solutions
Close to Research Park and fundraising
Madison Mall. Call Diane EQUALS $l,000-$2,000 in
Hasley at 714 6590. This one earnings for your group. Call
won't last long at $65,000. today for a $450 bonus when
you schedule your non-sales
Keller Williams Realty.
fundraiser
with
Texas Instrument TI-89 CampusFundraiser. Contact
Graphing Calculator Descrip CampusFundraiser, (888) 923tion: Gently Used. $50 or best 3238,
or
visit
offer. Contact Leslie at www.campusfundraiser.com.
lcslie. m iner@redstone.annv.mil
$600 Group Fundraiser
SIMS PC GAME: the starter Scheduling Bonus 4 hours of
pack and the bonus Super- your group's time PLUS our
starpack. Gently Used 20.00/ free (yes, free) fundraising
game or best offer. Contact solutions EQUALS $1,000at
$2,000 in earnings for your
Leslie
leslie. fTuner@rexlionc.armv.mil group. Call TODAY for a
$600 bonus when you sched
2003 Cavalier LS Sport. ule your non-sales fundraiser
Keyless entry, power win with CampusFundraiser.
dows, locks. 36k. 2.2 Contact CampusFundraiser,
ECOTEC. Getrag FiveSpeed. (888) 923-3238, or visit
$8400.(256)679-6978.
www campusfundraiser.com.
Looking for a nice used
truck? 1999 F150 Lariat
Supercab, only 56K miles,
loaded, excellent condition.
Black tan leather, factory tow
package, bedliner, $13,400.
Call 256.679.6708.
Two rooms available for rent
off campus with female grad
student, fully furnished,
washer and dryer, utilities and
rent $250 a month per room.
797-1113.
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Classifi
Musical Add Ons

Classified ads in The Exponent are free for
all UAH Students, faculty, staff and alumni.
Contact The Exponent, attention Joseph
Terrell, Editor-in-Chief of The Exponent, at
824-6090 or email your classified ad to
editor@exDonent.uah.edu for more infor
mation. You can also contact The Expo
nent office by fax at 824-6096. Deadline
for all classifieds to be turned in is no later
than 2 p.m. on the Friday before the next

By Ed Canty

Across

1 Guide
5 Ms. Kournikova
9 Hesitating words
114 Scat singer
15 Conceited
16 New and strange
17 Final bio
18 Emeril's need
19 Pretense
20 Singer with a side order?
23 Out of work
24 Bass, for one
25 Washbowls
29 Andrew or James or John
33 Mindful
Tee Off with Delta Zeta So
34 Shade
rority Golf Tournament To
Benefit the Speech and Hear
36 "
master's voice"
ing Impaired Saturday, April |37 Singing group at a church
2,2005 at the Huntsville Mu
concert?
nicipal Golf Course To be a
H
Alias
player, make a donation, or
sponsor a hole contact a
42 Norwegian moniker
Delta Zeta Sister or Leanne |43 Make a pig of oneself
Carter at (256) 658-5882 or
!• Kennedy or Clinton
rariprln@email.uah.edu
|47 Clergy residences
JOBS
18 Rule:Abbr.
Need 2-3 students to help |49 Aspen need
with odd jobs for Wedding
|51 Singer's healthy bank
Party on May 6 and 7, 2005
account?
(Friday and Saturday). Tasks
include: (1) some lawn work (59 One more time
(2) helping florist (3) buying
60 Center
supplies (4) set up (5) clean
61
Tops
up (6) making approximately
62 Nice thank you
20 sandwiches (7) interfacing
with guests (8) other fun
63 Mime
tasks. Will pay $8/hr for at
64 Board game
least 16 hours those two
65 Greek letters
days. Call 534-9592 for more
66 Refuse
information.
|67 Undertaking

Classified Adi

Crossword 101

Down
1 With 53 Down 1949
Heisman winner
2 Napolean's retreat
3 Came down
4 Computer fodder
5 Heads off
6 Belly dancer's concern

15

10

6

14

f 15

116

17

118

119

Ill

112

13

22

20

124
25

26

30

27
134

33 '

37

36

35
39

38

40

143
45

147

46
149

|48

50

54

55

59

160

161

62

163

164

65

166

167

51

|S2

53

96

57

58

bruises
7 Barbara Bush to Jeb
46
5
Across forte
8 Word on a cornerstone
47 State of suffering and want
9
Giuseppe
49 Mouth wash
RoncallitJohn XXIII
50 Will & Grace's friend
10 Cape Cods, e.g.
51 Door part
11 Wicked
*52 Molding
12 Phoenix suburb
53 See 1 Down
13 Bumped off
54 A lot
21 Batter's delight
55 Piece of evidence
22 Place for a boutonniere
56 Damn Yankees girl of
25 Rum cakes
song
26 Come alive
57
Burden
27
wrap
58 End or day lead in
28 Wrath
29 'Ifs and buts joiner
Quotable Quote
30 Dilutes
31 Vassal
32 Sharp curves
Suburbia is where
34 Bunny hill aid
the developer bull
35 Poet's "throughout a period
dozes out the trees,
of time"
then names the
38 A branch of learning
streets after them.
39 Embarrass
40 Clamor
• • • Bill Vaughan
45 Ointment used in treating

